
????

Term 2 - Week 7 - June 2019
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Late in May the Parent Staff Partnership Group (PSPG) met with eight 
classes across the school represented by their Class carer. It was a positive 
forward looking meeting. At the meeting, we brainstormed ideas on possible 
focus areas in the future.  
The most popular suggestions were: 
 • Create a sanctuary for birds, animals and native trees
 • Become a shining light in the community
 • Ensure an ongoing role in reconciliation 
Other suggestions included a wish list for:
 • Build a bus shelter
 • Develop the music programme
 • Host Community dinners
If you wish to become more involved or just enjoy some snacks and company, 
then please come to our next meeting to be held on Monday, Week 5 of Term 
3, 7-8:30pm. All welcome. 
Please note, nominations for the voluntary position of Interim Chair of the 
PSPG. An expression of interest in the position is requested by Thursday,  
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QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY

11.30am Cl 5 Tree Planting Excur.
3.45pm Martial Arts, Gym
6.30pm Cl 7 Play LAC

Yoga - 8.30am  Cl 10-12 Students, 
9.15am Parents
11.30am Cl 3 Tree Planting Excur.
3.30pm Orchestra with Kai

11.30am Cl 6 Tree Planting Excur.

Parent Craft Group
1.00pm Cl 6/7 Soccer Excur.

“The person born with a talent they are meant to use 
will find their greatest happiness in using it”

Goethe

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Important Dates
Next week...
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3.45pm Martial Arts, Gym

Excursion Class 10 Waite Arbo-
retum

Yoga - 8.30am  Cl 10-12 Students, 
9.15am Parents
Excursion Class 10 Flinders Uni 
3.30pm Orchestra with Kai
6.00pm Music Concert Cl 3-7 
Eurythmy Room

Excursion Class 11 Law Courts 
and Parliament
Excursion Class 8 German to 
Hahndorf
Excursion Class 10 Gardening 
Waite Arboretum

Parent Craft Group
WINTER FESTIVAL
Primary school 12.35pm Finish
5.30pm Performances and Lan-
tern Walk
Saturday 22/06 5.00pm NG & 
ML Kindergarten Lantern Walk

Principal

Calypso Marshall
Class 12 Graduates

Calypso Marshall is my 
name.  I have been here 
at Mount Barker Waldorf 
School since Class 7 and 
have formed many fond 
memories in that time, 
particularly through the 
camps program. I’ve also 
enjoyed being a part of 
the school festivals, in 
particular my two favourite 
events, the Spring Fair and 
Winter Festival.

At the beginning of the year, I bought a horse for $500 and 
then had no idea what to do with him. It was so tough, he 
had anger issues and hated me. From there I decided to 
make him my Class 12 Project. When I started working 
with him there was very little I could do. I wanted to 
sell him multiple times. I started questioning why people 

even work with horses! This then became my question 
for my whole project.  ‘Why do people continue to work 
with horses when there is no longer a practical need for 
them?’
I plan to continue training my horse Harley as well as 
talking to people about why they work with horses.  
For the community aspect I plan to host a clinic (horse 
event) where I will help others to understand their horses 
and learn about respect, boundaries and keeping things 
interesting for both horse and handler.  I want to help 
others to bring out the best in their horses by working on 
building their relationship based on companionship and 
mutual respect.
Even though it’s a difficult project, I keep finding myself 
returning to this statement, “A horse is not just a horse, 
he is my wings and my earth’ Sebastian Grey.

27 June 2019 to be forwarded to the Principal, hplatell@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.
au. Please provide a short bio about yourself and contact details. Nominee’s 
names will be published in the enews and all members can cast a vote on a 
confidential basis before or at the next PSPG meeting in Term 3.   
The Interim Chair will have three main tasks:
1. Create a process to nominate and appoint a Chair for the PSPG
2. Create a job description for the volunteer position of the Chair and
3. Work with the PSPG to create a draft mandate.
The ideal Interim Chair can lead the PSPG collaboratively while bringing 
the individual professional and personal skills of its members to help with 
issues of importance to parents.  The ability to liaise and work closely with the 
School Principal and Admin is essential. An interest in making a difference to 
and contributing towards School improvement is desired.  
The term of the Interim Chair will be held for a minimum of six months and 
maximum of one year. The position is voluntary and unpaid.  The vote is 
planned to be held before or at the next PSPG meeting.   If no nominations 
are forthcoming, then the Principal will appoint an Interim Chair towards 
reforming the group to enable parent voice and action within and for the 
School.
A big part of being a community is to gather together.  This coming Saturday, 
15 June  the 40/100 Committee will be hosting a 70s  Disco Dance to 
commemorate the School’s 40th Birthday.  Please join us at the Mount Barker 
Town Hall, 7pm.  Tickets available at the office for $15.  

Helen Platell, JD | Assistant Principal





The 1990s – From Pioneer to Consolidation - part 3

“No human can draw free breath who does not share
a common and disinterested goal.

Life has taught us that love does not consist in
gazing at each other but in looking outward

together in the same direction.”
Antoine de Saint-Exupery

In writing a brief history of the school it is inevitable 
that the focus is drawn to the milestones and the 
highlights and, as in any journey, these have been many 
and significant.  However in looking back over the 
first 20 years of the school, I have been amazed at the 
large number of people – teachers, students, parents 
and friends – whose biographies have intersected with 
the biography of the school. When contributing to the 
25 Silver Anniversary Yearbook in 2004 I wrote, “There 
are many hundreds of parents and students who have 
contributed to the development of the school over the 
years.  Some stayed for a short time, some have been 
here from the very beginning.  Each person has made 
an impact and even the challenging relationships have 

helped us grow and develop.  Many teachers have shared 
their knowledge and skill and have contributed to the 
development of a wonderful curriculum that inspires 
many young people and supports them into adulthood... 
Whatever our achievements, they have grown out of our 
community.  When we stand now in the centre of the 
school and look at all that has been achieved over the 
years by the efforts of all those who have been part of 
the journey, we can see a true reflection of what can be 
achieved when we work together towards a common 
goal.”
Throughout the pioneering years, years of financial 
scarcity, the contribution of parents and friends was 
critical in establishing the physical structure of the 
school. Throughout the 1990s, as the school moved into 
a more secure financial position, the desire for parents 
to be involved in a meaningful way brought about the 
formation, out of the Parent Association, of a School 
Council in 1996 that met regularly with College of 
Teachers representatives. Agenda items reflected a desire 
to participate more in the artistic and social life of the 
school as well as providing a forum for strengthening 
communication and discussion around ‘hot’ topics, eg 
student behaviour, drug and alcohol use, fundraising 
projects, parent education and so on. In some ways this 

Looking Back: Celebrating 40 Years

The Art Room under construction in 1998  (photo by John Whisson)



was to be the forerunner of developments in the 2000s 
that led to changes in the Governance structure of the 
school from a College of Teachers led model to that of a 
School Board.
 There were several parent initiatives that have been 
extremely important in supporting the school not only 
financially but also in providing an interface with the 
wider community. The first is the Spring Fair which by 
the 1990s had become a totally parent driven event and 
has gone from strength to strength. Throughout the early 
years the proceeds of the fair contributed significantly 
to the running costs of the school.  In the next decade 
as enrolment grew and with it Commonwealth and State 
Government per capita grants, funds raised at the Fair 
were able to be earmarked to support construction of 
buildings and large maintenance projects.  The Fair also 
became noted on the Mt Barker calendar and offered an 
opportunity for the extended families of the school as 
well as general public to visit the school to enjoy the 
ambience of the day and to see displays of classroom 
work. The Spring Fair was, and still is, a day when the 
whole school came together to celebrate, and despite the 
‘dread’ of the tremendous work that has to be put in by 
Class 4 parents and the stall coordinators each year, it 
is always a much anticipated and important event. How 
amazing that this year will be the 40th Fair, not one year 
missing! 

 
Fishing Dip “The Waldorf Fair...raising money to build 
better education” Courier Newspaper

The other important enterprise that was thriving through 
the 1990s was “All Seasons”, the school shop.  As 
Doreen Mellor outlined in her articles on the first ten 
years, the shop began as a co-operative at first supporting 
the teachers and then growing into a Parent Co-op in an 
old house on Walker St in Mt Barker.  As the activity 
grew and expanded to include people from outside the 
school community wanting to join, the need for a shop 
front became apparent and the school leased a small 
premises on Gawler Street and in 1989 moved to a larger 
more modern shop across the road.  Throughout the 
next decade the shop not only made available organic 
and biodynamic produce, dry goods, Waldorf inspired 
toys / craft, health foods and medicines to the school 
community but expanded dramatically to become well 
supported by the Mt Barker Community. Delicious food 
and cakes formed the basis of a gourmet lunchtime trade.
Exhibitions of students craft and art also presented the 
school to the outer community in a very positive way 
and the enthusiasm of those working in the shop for the 
school was apparent to all who came in to shop or browse.  
The staff were all parents who in the early years gave a 
great deal of voluntary time to support the endeavour.  In 
1997, as the business grew, a two person co-management 
team, with a mixture of paid and voluntary staff, was put 
in place to manage the day to day business.  The mandate 
of the shop was to support the school financially through 
profits generated and presenting an outward picture of 
Waldorf Education to the community. Over the years the 
efforts of the wonderful “All Seasons” crew contributed 
financially to many projects.
The Eurythmy Room built in 1992, the Art Rooms 
in 1998, and the new Music Room in 2000, as well as 
playground projects and general grounds development 
were all supported by Spring Fair fundraising and All 
Seasons profits.
Following the opening of the Administration centre 
in 1995, we took a well earned break from building 
however, by 1997 we were back at the drawing board 
planning for two new art rooms plus a photographic 
dark room, a new extension to the old music room that 
would include individual tuition studios and planning 
for a gymnasium. As we were no longer eligible for 
grants from the Commonwealth Government (too many 
students for the existing spaces) the school needed to fund 
these projects from our own resources.  Strong surpluses 
and support for fundraising from our community enabled 
the construction of these facilities.  Although planning 
meetings for the gymnasium took place regularly, it 
would be some years before we were able to finalise a 
design that we could accommodate within our budget. 
The need for our own gymnasium was clear; somewhere 
for whole school community gatherings as well as a 
suitable space for the growing sports and Bothmer gym 
programme at the school. Through the 1990s high school 
students were taken by bus to the Mt Barker Recreation 
Centre. This was a time consuming and expensive option. 
In 1996 the school had began discussions with the staff 
at Willunga Waldorf School about the future of their year 
7 students.  Willunga Waldorf School had decided to 
pause at the end of year 7 to consolidate their primary 
and to explore options for buying land to establish 



a high school in the future. Mt Barker had already 
enrolled older siblings of students at Willunga as it was 
growing through the primary years and the Southern 
Bus Group already ran transport for these students to the 
school. It was agreed that 4 of the 7 students in year 7 
at Willunga would come up to Mt Barker and join the 
year 8 class in 1997.  This was the beginning of a very 
positive relationship between the two schools and for the 
students. The Mt Barker School purchased a larger bus 
to accommodate the ongoing enrolment of students from 
Willunga, an arrangement that lasted until land adjacent 
to the Willunga School became available in the early 
2000s.
As in the pioneering years, the school was again 
blessed to have many visiting speakers from overseas 
and interstate to enrich the educational and social 
programme, supporting teacher and parent education 
through talks and seminars. Some of these visitors 
included Heinz Zimmerman from the Pedagogical 
Section of the Goetheanum, Dr Manfred von Mackensen 
who visited from Germany over a number of years to 
support Science teaching and the Block Teacher Training 
programme offered at the school and Felicitas Voigt who 
worked with both teachers a senior students on the issues 
around drugs and addiction in general.  Other visiting 
speakers were Signe Shaeffer from New York, Horst 
Kornburger from America,  Karl Kaltenbach (Secretary 
of the Anthroposophical Society of Australia), Dr 
Michaela Glockler, key note speaker for the Vital Years 
conference, and many colleagues from around Australia 
who all supported the ongoing work of teachers to deepen 
their understanding of the curriculum and its relevance in 
our modern times.  Dr David Ritchie was a regular visitor 
from Christchurch working with teachers and especially 
the Remedial Faculty supporting child studies as well as 
giving talks to the parent community on many aspects of 
child development and childhood illness.
In the midst of all the activity, was of course the ongoing 
work in every classroom.  And seasonal festivals, plays, 
music, choirs, beautiful craft of sewing, knitting, crochet 
and weaving, woodwork and metal work, painting and 
drawing, camps and sport, an abundance for the soul.
A final example from the 1990s by way of a year 
12 project.  In 1997 year 12 student Eddie Banks 
undertook the very physical endeavour of creating a 

large amphitheatre on his family property outside of 
Nairne. Then it needed a play! What an opportunity! 
Class 12, under the direction of John McManus, put 
on the “Royal Hunt of the Sun” a play by Peter Shaffer 
about the Spanish conquest of the Inca Empire.   The 
play began at sunset and the atmosphere was enhanced 
by the costumes, sets and the lighting creating a magical 
spectacle for the audience. Interval was timed to allow 
for the Adelaide to Melbourne train to pass by on the 
railway line which went through the bottom of the 
property!  At a particularly poignant moment in the play, 
the train sounded its horn, still at some distance from the 
amphitheatre, somehow symbolising the intrusion of the 
conqueror into an ancient land.  Perhaps I was carried 
away by the magic of the night.

 
“Edward takes centre stage with amphitheatre project” 
Courier Newspapers
The end of the 1990s came and with it the uncertainty of 
what would happen as we ticked over into the year 2000. 
There were plenty of predictions about the disasters to 
come not the least of which was that, in the stroke of a 
second, our computer records would all disappear. This 
was very disconcerting as we had spent much of the 90s 
finally coming into the digital age.  Of course the clock 
ticked over, our computers turned on and life continued.
The 1990s was a time of consolidation but also a 
blossoming, a coming of age. The school story through 
the 2000s will follow in term 3.

Tina Whisson 

The Hearth Term 2 Program

 
 

Week  Monday 9 -10am Tuesday 9 -10am Friday 9am-12noon 
1  29/4 

Conversation mornings, all 
welcome. 

30/4  
Learn to knit; make easy 
slippers, beanies, vests, hot 
water bottle covers.  

3/5 
Craft Group, 
all welcome. 

2 6/5 
 Conversation mornings, all 
welcome 
 

7/5  9 -10.45am 
 With Louise Schnitzhofer 
Start to build a home 
healthcare kit. 
 Supporting your child’s 
development through illness, 
towards health.  
$15 RSVP Brioni 

10/5 
 Craft Group, 
 all welcome. 
 

3 13/5  
Conversation mornings, all 
welcome 

14/5 
 Free yourself;   
Create a home for independent 
players. 

17/5  
Craft Group, 
 all welcome. 
 

4 20/5  
Conversation mornings, all 
welcome 

21/5  
Nurturing ways to winter 
wellness. 
 

24/5 
Doll making together 

5 27/5 
 Conversation mornings, all 
welcome 

28/5  
Warming your home hearth; 
candle making, lantern making, 
star folding. 
(Cancelled) 

31/5 
 Craft Group, 
 all welcome. 

6 3/6  
Conversation mornings, all 
welcome 

4/6  ‘Resilience’ 
POSTPONED to next week. 
 

7/6  
Report Writing Day 
Student free day. 

7 10/6 
 Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

11/6 with Wendy Pryor 
Will they become resilient and 
engaged? What does that look 
like at a Waldorf Kindergarten? 
 
  
 

14/6 
 Craft Group,  
all welcome. 
 
 
 

8 17/6 
 Conversation mornings, all 
welcome. 

18/6. What are the Festivals 
for?  How to make connections 
for yourself & family. 

21/6  
Winter Festival 

9 24/6 
Conversation mornings, all 
welcome. 

25/6 Let them play outside. A 
garden for love, play and 
connection 
 

28/6 
Craft Group, all 
welcome. 

 



Kindergarten 
Banksia Rose

The children worked with Black Cockatoo image during 
Reconciliation Week by grinding materials found in the 
kindergarten garden and created different coloured paints 
to create this beautiful piece of artwork.  We discovered 
that in order to obtain these rich and dense colours we 
needed to wet the material first, grind them onto a hard 
surface  then transfer the paint with our fingers and hands.  
The result was very satisfying and a joyful experience.

Leesa | Kindergarten Teacher

Class 12 
Projects

Class 12 students drew on their inner reserves and 
presented their Class 12 Project progress to their peers 
last week.  Some students were daunted by speaking 
formally to an audience while some others were not yet 
satisfied with where they have got to.  Other students 
quietly shone with their great interest in their subject and 
their growing confidence and skill.   The Class 12 project 
is as much an inner journey as an outer one and a great 
complement to their other work.  It was heartening to 
hear the Class 12s share their learning with each other 
and share thoughts and support for the road ahead. 
The Class 12 Projects are presented to the school 
community in Term 4. 

Eleanor | Class 12 Project Coordinator



Classes 10-12
Andrew Steiner

Last week we had the great honour of welcoming 
Andrew Steiner to our High School to speak to Classes 
10, 11 and 12.  He shared his personal experiences and 
reflections as a survivor of the Holocaust.  Andrew 
Steiner is currently involved in establishing the Adelaide 
Holocaust Museum and Education Centre and our school 
was selected to be part of the pilot education program.  It 
was a very moving experience.  
The students sat with expectant, attentive stillness as 
Andrew shared his childhood experiences of being 
different and being increasingly excluded from his native 
country of Hungary during the war.  It was particularly 
touching to imagine his experience as an 8-year-old trying 
to make sense of an adult world during this difficult time.  
It was striking to hear his experiences and share some 
of his pain while being treated with such great respect 
and tenderness.  He told the children with his soft-spoken 
voice, that while they were now ‘custodians of his story’ 
and had a ‘responsibility to nurture it’ that he would not 
share any horrors with them.  Rather, he encouraged 
them to receive his message of ‘compassion instead of 
tolerance’.  

Andrew attributed his survival through the Holocaust 
to the kindness of strangers and others who took a risk 
to help him.  There was ‘Stephen’, someone he barely 
knew, who bullied the door keeper of the air raid shelter 
into letting Andrew in as his ‘friend’.  There was the Red 

Cross children’s refugee processing centre which was 
not yet operating but accepted him and his sister as their 
first children.  They had nowhere else to go.  
Andrew shared many such troubling and touching 
experiences.  He offered our students the rare insight of 
an eyewitness into the Holocaust, an event we grapple 
with in history studies. It was moving to see he has made 
sense of his life experiences and transformed them into 
works of art as a professional artist.  It reminded me of 
the words of one of our Class 12 students this year during 
our Modern History Main Lesson, 

‘Art is more than merely entertainment because it has 
the ability to rescue, to heal and change us. If we want 
to measure the depths of human emotion, we must do it 
through art because that is where emotion is expressed. 
We must embrace the weight of feeling that comes with 
it for if we don’t, are we really feeling?’
With such experiences as hearing Andrew Steiner’s 
talk, our students meet the world.  They develop an 
understanding of themselves and each other and develop 
courage for the future. 

Eleanor | English & History Teacher



Community

for

Direction
Reflection

 

A SOLTICE CELEBRATION TO

SUPPORT YOU IN MINDFUL

LIVING

THE FARM FOR WELLBEING, FLAXLEY
FIND US ON FACEBOOK FOR MORE INFO & BOOKINGS

SLIDING SCALE PAYMENT OPTIONS

 

Labyrinth Walk to the sweet
sounds of the cello

Guided Meditation to aid
contemplation

Experience a Family
Constellation group session to

aid in releasing the past.
Light meal included

1.00-6.00 PM 
SAT 22 JUNE 2019

 

 

 

JULY SCHOOL
HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS

for girls aged 7 - 12 yrs

Girls explore identity, strengths, friendship skills, resilience,
positivity, body image and gratitude by way of 

creative fun activities.

Workshops at Norwood, Glenunga, 
Golden Grove, Mt Barker and Glenelg.

"I can not speak highly enough about the Girl Power workshop! My daughter kept
saying ‘it was so much fun mum!! I loved it so much!’ Seeing her smiling face,

making jokes and laughing with her friend, looking confident and empowered and
proud - it was so positive and special for us all!" Kate, mother of Poppy (9)

Book via website: www.girlpowerworkshops.com.au



Disclaimer: The views or opinions expressed and activities advertised in this newsletter are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy, position of or endorsement by the Mount Barker Waldorf School. Please 
make your own inquiry, judgement and decision to participate in any activities advertised.

Community


